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of their sides, suddenly uncovered, shone between the arms of the Negroes, as they plunged their poniards into them.
Some corpses were too closely packed in the crowd to fall, but, borne up by the shoulders of their comrades, they moved for some minutes quite upright, their eyes staring wide open.
Some, pierced through and through both temples with javelins, swayed their heads like bears; their mouths opened to scream, but remained silently agape ; hands that were cut off flew through the air. There were mighty blows, of which the survivors spoke many a long day afterwards.
Meanwhile arrows were flying from the tops of the wooden and stone towers. The long yards of the tollenones moved rapidly ; and as the Barbarians had pillaged the ancient cemetery of the Autochthones beneath the Catacombs, they hurled the tombstones upon the Carthaginians. Under the weight of the baskets, too heavily laden, the cables sometimes broke, and numbers of men, wildly throwing up their arms, fell from a great height.
Until the middle of the day the veterans of the hoplites had fiercely attacked the Taenia, in order to penetrate the Port and destroy the fleet. Hamilcar had lighted on the roof of Khamofln a fire of humid straw, the smoke from which blinded them ; they fell back to the left, increasing the horrible crowd which struggled in Malqua. Some syntagmas, composed of robust men expressly chosen, had forced three of the gates. Then high barriers, constructed with boards studded with nails, barred their way; a fourth entrance readily yielded ; they darted be-